Antibody-and alloantigen-induced proliferation was measured after 64 hrs by 
biotinylated mAbs.
Detection of autoantibodies in mouse serum on rat liver sections and with ELISA
Slides precoated with rat liver sections were used to evaluate the presence of ANA in mouse blood serum using an Alexa Fluor 488 goat anti-mouse IgG1 antibody (Molecular Probes).
Measurement of autoantibodies against double-stranded DNA was performed by ELISA (α-Diagnostics). Results were expressed as absorbance at 450 nM.
Determination of serum immunoglobulin (Ig) levels
The concentration of different Ig subclasses in mouse sera was analyzed using isotypespecific antibodies using ELISA quantification kits for IgGa, IgG1, IgG, IgE and IgM obtained from Bethyl.
Apoptosis detection
Total splenocytes were used to generate activated T cell blasts using Con A (2 μg ml -1 ) for 48 hrs, followed by IL-2 stimulation (100 U ml -1 ) for additional 72 hrs. After 5 days, activated T cell blasts were washed twice; viable cells were enriched by Lympholyte TM (Cedarlane) gradient centrifugation (viability >90%), and incubated in IMEM medium (10% FCS, 2 mM L-Glutamin and 50 U ml -1 Pen/Strep). Apoptosis sensitivity was challenged by different concentrations of anti-CD3 cross-linking Abs (clone 2C11) or cross-linked recombinant FasL (FasL 100 ng ml -1 & enhancer for FasL (at 1 μg ml -1 ) to trigger activation-induced cell death. 
Solvent control CsA
Nr2f6 +/+ Nr2f6 -/-
